Education of Children

Looked After (CLA)
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Here at Llanedeyrn Primary School, we believe that all children should be given the best
chance to succeed in life. This is especially true of children that, often for no fault of their
own, have found themselves placed in the most challenging of circumstances.

What is CLA?

This refers to a child who is either accommodated whereby the local authority provides for the child on an
agreed basis with the person who has parental responsibility or is subject to a care order whereby a court
order grants shared parental responsibility to the local authority in order to protect and promote a child’s
welfare. Children in both instances could be living with Foster Carers, in a residential unit, in a residential
school, with relatives, or even with parents on a part - or full-time basis.

Why we provide CLA support?

Support for CLA is essential if these children are to thrive. It is important that as a school, we provide
consistency and stability for the children. It is crucial that they develop a sense of belonging and find a
special person within the School who they can trust.

How do we provide CLA support?

= Qur School has an up-to-date register of CLA and previously CLA;

= The Headteacher is a fully trained Designated Leader for the CLA;

= Each CLA has a Personal Education Plan (PEP);

= All CLA have a PEP meeting twice annually. This is an opportunity to discuss and reflect on how the
child is getting on and the support that the child needs;

= Every week, our CLA have a session with a designated Learning Support Assistant (LSA). This is an
opportunity for the children to work in a small group, often outside; and allows the children to
build relationships and provide opportunities for them to talk and share any concerns or worries;

= Using Motional to assess a snapshot of where the child is with regards to their social and emotional
intelligence. Activities from Motional then form the basis of their small group work;

= Have high expectations for the child and ensure equal access and opportunities to participate fully
in a balanced and broad education;

= Monitor and track the progress of CLA;

= Ensure as much stability and continuity as is possible with regards to staffing and friendship
groupings;

=  Promote good communication between all those involved in the child’s life;

= Listening to the child;




= Raising staff awareness of, and sensitivity to, the difficulties and educational disadvantages of CLA;
=  Endeavour to support all CLA educated in this School to achieve their fullest possible academic
potential.

Personal Education Plans (PEPs)

Each child will have a PEP developed by the School with support from all stakeholders. The School’s role in
this plan is crucial and at least one member of staff who knows the child well will attend the meeting to
establish and subsequently review this. Other staff will contribute in writing as appropriate.

The PEP will consider:

= the child’s strengths and areas to develop;

= their interests, both in and out of School;

= developmental, educational and pastoral needs alongside future plans and how these can be
supported;

= jssues arising for the child;

= targets to be identified that will be reviewed during the next PEP meeting.

Next Steps

» To survey the CLA to find ways in which we can improve our support;
= To develop the use of Motional and ELSA to help the children develop their emotional and social
skills.




